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ments of Senſe add Time beſides; the Pfalmiſt gave into this 
Way of thinking, when he fays, Thow baft put Gladrefs in 
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Proviſion God has made in Chriſt, for 21 ſpiritual. and etex- * 
Il Life. [For ye are dead, ; 0nd your Li is bid with Cirii is 
eG] That as, we preſeſs to be dead t9 din, and, Sari Eck 
ment of Time; 2 a3 we hope we dave an immenſe — ure in 
a God in Chi bn, a God in Covenant, we may evince we. 
fo, by throwing away the Trifles of Time, apd breathing with 
the muon * and 2 er Deſires after gy richeſt, 12 
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1 Enquire i in what Senſe Wes Te his Glee NOI 
Bon, Of being dead, an a Fare of chen Excellence and Glory. 4 


2 [For je are dead. 
| II. Conſider the Nature, peauty and Perpetuity of the Life, 


Such have in Fa and Righe, Pcflifſhon and Reveiſion. 
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ther yer are » to. imagine, chat Believers Are 
St, to as nqt 18 h; 8 Infirmity left; ſe, in ma 
Wes We EAN. en beit WE Holi jaſt Man ion Ea, 
that doth good and ſinneth not, Jam. 3. 2. E. 7. 20: Nel 
ther ati. to ſu poſe, that the Sen are ſo dead to Sin, as to 
lia ve no St ie with with i A Oppoſition from it, Deſires after 
it, or Kon Nik Fer, th As found, that when he would 
do Good, 27 was prefent An him; 7 Conteſt N 
10 hot, "apa. hit: M cakneſs ſometimes fo great, that he was 
wretchell Car tive in himſelf, Rom. 7. 21, 23, 24. But we are 
W underſtai d hy their being, dead, 4 Being fo, in fome Meaſure, |. 
ſincerely, tho iintly, groaning beneath the weak ning and de- 
filing Frefſs es of it, being brotght to I6ath it, morrifle it in 
me Meaſure, and carneſtly and trequently longing for an eter- 
hal Frec dom from it; ſaying, as David, Wa 1/9 through'y, Ha. 
© IC. 2: Or; 3 "The C Church, Take away all ngquity from us, as 
H. 14.2. That Man is dead to Gif, that | groans under it, 
i! | bei mg buthened, and fongs to be gone to bat State of ee 
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1. By onſdexing rhis Death to Sin adixely, in the native 
It Beauties an ing Advantages of it. A Death to Sin has a 
fl Jorgat deal of Sure plendor and Beauty in it; as therein we, f 
ae ſome Rays of that Gr, the ſhining bitants of, 


upper World are ſo leatly;dreft with. A Foundatio 
this End, 55 laid 1 * Gena of T Eby * 


Niowing this, that 
ur. OM Men was fied together with Chrif, that the B 4 | 
f Sim ln S Len. 6. 6. The Death of Chriſt Ba 
ſure Influence upon all his Members to glorious En 
here Sin received a mortal Stab, a fatal Wente, that Sin wig 


die, and elieyer live. ertually in our pub! 
0 oF 1 21 15 * * dead at Ss Lu. Lenka the. I 
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Feet; 32m as a ere of thi (the. condemi . 
zuilt of Sin . — at the ederiner's Exit) we come to have, 
t die in the Impurity of it, by the bright ning and beautify- 
ng Work ot the Sanctiſier in our own Souls; So Work, 12 
he Death of Sin, and cur dying to it, in the greateſt Perfedi n. 
5, what we ſhould pray for, that the God of Peace might ans, 
ron ee, that ig, perfectly. But to be more parti- 
. "Tix: A Death without . Weakneſs, or Pain. The. f 
ore we die to din, the Jeſs ſick, weak, or uneaſy we are. If ue 
> re ſick, tis when Sin is too healthy and vigorous in us; for 
ez chen Sin i is ſick, weak and dying in us, the Soul is moſt in 
edit; as when Diſeaſes die, the Body lives and .doth well, 
ealth of Soul is what we ſhould, pray ſor, tendering i it as much 
s that of the Body, Jobm 3. 2. Regarding that, above all things, 
7. s the greateſt Mercy, Tims tis alſo a Death without Weak- 

'” Þcfs; for the weaker Sin is, the 65 is the Soul in Faith, 
open, E Comfort and Joy; Tie a Death * has à Glory 4 
in 
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i Influence, 2s it makes the Saint better, ſtr ger a 


Saint looks upon the dying Enemy, and his Death with Eaſe, 
ies of this loyely Scene, we feel uneaſy Pains of Mind; as Sin 
| haz co much Eaſe and Life in us, and we too m 
Life in that: ſaying, as the Pfalmiſt, Ay Har: is fore pained 
2. Ii 2 Death witho 
| Mind with Sorrow and Defpair of 'Life, in its awful and painful 


ing Pleaſure and Joy; there is every Beauty in it, and every 
G7 akter it. 1 brightens the Mind with every Luſtre; it 


vb Favour; baniſhes Sorrow from the Heart; and cures the 

Soul of Doubts, Fears and Deſpai c. 
he dying of Sin, and our dying to it, m 
more plentiful Diſtribution of Grace and Comfort, from the in- 


. Whereas, when Sin is eaſy and well there, we are feeble and 
fore broken; as David was, 1 38.8. Rorcing becauſe of the 
Diſquietneſs ol his Heart. Thus tis alſo a Death without Paiti: 
O! tow eaſy is he: | when it fees Sin dying; every painful 
aght vaniſhes away, and joyful Hopes and anale ſiice 
We can't look upon any other Death, but tis amazing and 
ſhocking to the Mind: However, as to this, the Soul of the 


Pleafhre, Smiles and Songs: But, when we can't ſee the Beau- 


Hal. 55. 4. | 1 . n os | 
. ut the Shades of 'Sorrow'or Deſpair: 
"Tis full of every Glory and Beauty: Natural Death fills the 


within me, 


Advances : But this Death of Sin, and to it, is felt with raviſh- 


ng the Eyes with refreſhing Evidence of an Intereſt in the di- 
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ales Way for the 


exhavftible Treaſures of eternal Goodneſs; not keeping back 
Things from us, as it often does, when we are too lively for 


That, or that too liyely in us, Iſai. 59. 2. Natural Death cauſes 


S6rrow i!) ourſelves and others; but this fills the Soul with Evi- 


dence and hy; the other draws Floods of Tears from our Eyes; 


but this drics em up, fills rhe Heart with Joy, and brightens the 
Fage with Smiles. O! What a Mercy then is this Death? And 


ho fond thould we be to die it every Day? This Death of the 
' rivhreops mav we die, thit we may have the Beauty of the Saints 


o 


in this World, and their Glory in the next. 2. 1 
3. 'Tis a Death without Dejection of Spirits, or Loſs of Lite, 
This is impoſſible in Nature; but here, tis not only poſſible, 
but ce:tuinly Fa, What Dejections are there in Nature, what] 
my 4 Faintivgs 


punting of Spirit) yubas A icey Hand: Death; 
| 1 Is x | OL Death, 
— the vital Flame? But in this Death the -Spinits are - | 
the dies this Death, the more his Spirits riſe, and he more every ? 
J ſpirittial Flame -nicreaſes! It is the gieateſt Dejection of Spirit 
at ſometimes to the Believer, when he thinks of his baving too 
mich Life for din; Mex Iniquitiat, Cay David) ave fone carr 

my: Head as an hedtiy Burthen, thty;and\too-beavy for me, Ha. 
145 This was the Reaſon of the Prophets giving 

Jai, 1. 5 The whole Head is ſick, and ibe whate Hurt 15 faint: 
The remaining Life of Sin in the Saihtù, and the remaiiüng Life 


ler 
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they: have in their op 6 ions tos iti inks their dn into 
Suſpicions, Jealouſies, Donbts and Bearsgrrhakes eim fam in their 

ighing; and find no Reſt, Jer. 45. 3. Bit, hen they experience 
themſelves. dying:apace; the Halter they. Vie; the mote their 


Spirits (revive, with Thanks to God farb Victory over it; and 
the more their Heat: incrraſes to God and Holineſs, as well as 
chem ſhining Paſſions gainſt Sin ; becauſe, we find,; Death to 
Sin, and Love to Holineſs, joyn'd together by the Pſalmiſt; 
ſy] when! he faid, J hate vdin Thoughts; but thy Law do I love, Pſa: 
i rig. 113. Such Circumſtances as theſe I have been mention- _ 
ing ef, as waiting upon this Death to brighten its Nature, and 
beatitifie us in the dying of it, cant, in a proper Senſe; be ſixt 
upon any other; eſperially the mournful Circumſtances of Na- 
tine Exit, where there is every ſorrowful Dejection, and evei7 
fatal Chill, dropping in cold Streams from a dying Facge. 
| However, there is yet one Circumſtance more, which ſeems 
to recommend this neceſſary Death, with agreeable Surprize; 
às it is a Death without the Loſs of Life; the more we die this - 
Death, the more we live; the more we die, the more lively and 
vigorous we are; for to be ſpixĩtually minded, which is a Death 
Lie, Having mee Charts, Bexuties and Enjoymeits tne, then. 
Life, Having more mis, Beauties and Enfoyments init, that 
any other Life has; being a Death divinely ſweet, a Lie di- 
tinely bright. Where there is in any one this Death, there is 
moſt of Life and Lĩvelineſs; for the Apoſtle finds and leaves em 
together in the Saint; when he ſays, Likewiſe reckon! ye alſa 
yourſelves fo be dead indeed unto Sin, hut akve unto Gad, 
tro Jeſus Griſt eur Lord, Rom. 6. 10, It, "4 
N = 5 ” 4 Ni 


* * | N 18 d) 
ie a Death without waſlin * 

FE e de i of this Death in the Faint moe they thrive x 
þ & and flobriſh; the more there is of ſomething towards ea ps 
. and Glory: W JW | 

f ”* - - When the Body dies, it lotus to Daft; Gen. 1% 0 0 

ſown in Corruption, 1 Co. 18. 42. Lies in the rave 'mould- | © 


ring and waſting away; till: — are no diſtinct ſepeiat 


e Re- 
mains of it; but promiſtuouſly mingled wih its Original, and 
| reduced to be — Zoey 


calls his 1 1 of — to Corrupy 
tion thon art wy Fat 


| ob Py Jer rode of 
r WW 
ſtances df it are —— bright ; for, when we die this Death 
to there will be no more Complaints of the Wänt of 
{ | this Death or Life; nome Life to Sin, or Fear of its Pollutions 
and Invaſions again; ,Bi#t having our Ruit unto Hhlineß, and 
1 the End ever laſtim Li Rom. 6. 2. We ſhall Sin and efick 
do more; being as perfeRtly' dead to Sin, as Angels and glorified 3 
{ | Spirits.are above. and as the Inhabitants: Bright; of which 
happy Land, it is ſaid, the Inhabitant ſhall * fog, I am fick; | 
| as Jſai. 
1 8 de tag 0 this Death relatively, in the frank] Thing "= 
[ie is our Duty and Glory to die unto. The mote extenſive — 
{ | intenſe this is to every Thing, ſho:t of a God in Chriſt, ſhort 
(| of poſer Holineſs andicternal Bleſednels the more glorioue' 
and comfortable this Death is; ſerving us with Evidences very 
bright, and Experiences very ſieet to out Souls, We aänſwer 
the Ends and Deſigns of Grace, to the Glory of God, and the 
Comfort of our own Souls, when we die moſt to every Thing he 
{| wonld have us; ſhewing, that we have the Paſeo of what 
| | we profeſs: This ſeems to be what Chriſt requires, Luke 9. $9. 
'| 60. where he commands one, Follow me; bit the requeſting An- 
1 fi wer was, Suffer ene firft to po and bury my Father ; to which 
47 Chriſt replies, Let the Dead | try their Dead ; which fhews us, 
that we ſhould die to every 2 ſhort of a coſe Attendance — 
upon Chriſt, in the amiable Employments of Religiom. 
But T ffall be ſomething more particular under this Head, 
fexing you, what Things the Saints are dead unto. 
. s are dead to "al the pleafing Sweets of killing Sin. 
14 How we that are dead, hre any * therein ? Rom. 6. 2. 
j | We POS 6 to be death to it, a8 ve here baptized ini the my 


Kröv 
tion after ir. Thel 


The of Chriſt, Rom. 6. 3. And, therefore 'tis our Duty, Intereſt and + 
ive Glory, to new how much we are in Earneſt ; manifeſtinz our 
jon Death to Sin, by abſtaining from all Appearances of it, by our * 
| [hating the Garments ſpotted with the Fleſn, and by mortifying 
1 i; | the Deeds of the Body, that we might live; Evidencingour In- 
14. | tereſt in the Death of Chriſt, by living unto Righteouſneſs, 1 
de. et. 2. 24. That having the comfortable Experience of our dy- 
nd 


ing with Chriſt here, we may have the moſt plain, delightful and 
refreſhingEvidence, of our living with him forever hereafter ; for, 
oe ve are told by the Apoſtle, Now if we be dead with Chrift, wa 
- I behevethet we ſhall alſo line with him, Rom. 6. 8. | 
ik | © Believers are dead to Sin from what they ſee in it, and ſor- 
rowfully feel from it; They know it End is bitter as Wornwood, 
Prov.. 5. 4. And not only ſo, but they find the bitter Effects of 
it now, in their Defilements and Weak'nings, in their numerous 
+ | Wants and Doubts, proceeding from the Loſs of ſpiritual Light 
+ | and Comtott in the Lord; _ this, therefore they are dead to 


| it, in theic Fears of it, their Paſſions againſt it, and theirStrug- | 


+ | gles with it. F „ 
2. Saints ate dead to all the dear Enjoyments and Comforts 
, | of Time, By this Head I don't mean or deſign to take you off 
I from a juſt Regard to the Favours of Providence; for, Believers 
; may be dead in this Senſe; without lighting or neglecting other - 
; | Spring Mercies. We are not to be unaffected with the Favours 
of Providence; but in taſting the Sweets of Time, adote our 
I kind Benetactor, and improve his Indulgence to his Glory 
Neither would Iplead for a Stoick Frame of Mind; when God 
lets down his Arm, and ſnatches away our Relations, either 
more gradually or more ſuddenly, from us, tothe World of Spi-. 
I its; We are to bear the Voice of the Rad, and confider who ap- 
| pointed it, Micah 6. 9. For, when our Lord ſaid tosthe Woman 
Juho had left her Son, hep ot, he did not mean to direſt Na+ 
ture of out Paſſions it we could, ar be guilty of that Sin of nor 
turning to him that ſmiteth; conſidering that, as one obſerves, 
¶ to be above the Stroke of Faſſions, is a Condition cqual to Au- 
Igels: To be in a State of Sorrow, without the Senſe of Sorrow. 
Jis a Diſpoſition beneath Beaſts; but duly to regulate our Sorrows, 
and bind our Paſhons under the Rod, is the Wiſdom, Duty and 
Excellence of a Cluiſtian. You, therefore, amongſt the Rela- 
tives of our Ueccas'd Brother, ſhould maniteſt you being dead. 
3 2 5 . (in 4 


9 , 
' J Py 
fi Es af 
* » * "8% 
TT” 
* : . 1 
+ % 0 ww TY 4 13 * 


N . ; g l "y * - 4 > 
= * * 4 F . 
.. - - - , 
"TJ | Fa . 


Xx 
"i. * 
* = * * . 
0 a * - 
: # 
— * 
p p 
4 . 1 
| Har 
* 
| 
: 
= * 
: 
4 . 
. * 
R = 
4 


'Y 3 
4 

4 

o — . 

91 d 

2 

[ ; 

: ' 

. n 

| 8a 


8 TH) COR TR 
im fee; that Believers, tho they are ſometimes dend, - at f 
rho head Duty; and that | tho” they are not dend to the-Perfer 1 
uid mance of Duty, yet they are dead to any Dependacte on it 3 ad 4 
de- his is an hutiible Beauty which makes em brighter than r 7 
be ho are ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, Rim. 16. 3. A 2. 
nly h, 8, 9. Ovr Life is not by dur Works, but by Grace, in 
vet Bonverances of it, from iht Perſon of Chtiſt in Gdd, with 
ind hom it is hid; both for Security and Diſtfibu tion. 
re= Thus 1 bave ſhern you in what Reſpects ſincere Souls e 
dead; and now I ſhall proceed to the next Head propoſet. 
II. To conſidet the Native Beauty and Perpetuity of the Li 
1d Saints have in Fact and Right, Poſſeſſion and Reverſion. [Hid * 
8 Per Lift] The Fountain of this Life, as another Part of the © 
- Believers Character, is originally, Pfal. 36. 9, and ſolely in the 
Perſon of Chriſt; and, from hence it is, thar he is called our 
n Life, V. 4. This Life is not gain'd by our Induſtry; tho it n 
r Ide improv'd, brightened and ſtrengthened by it: For as Mr. F. 
„ Jobſerves, Page 242. Vol. 1. Nor is this Principle or Habit, 
F acquired by accuſtoming ourſelves to holy Action, as natun 
Habits are acquired by frequent Acts, which beger a Diſpo? 
tion, and thence grow up to an Habit or ſecond Nature; bur 
F it's infus d or implanted into the Soul by the Spirit of God ;“ 
For thus the Spirit gives a new Heart, and puts within u 4 . 
new Spirit, Ez. 36. 25, 26. So that, as Chriſt is the origine“ 
Cauſe of this Life, the Spirit of Grace is the effective Cauſe. 
We are infinitely obliged to the Quickener who conveys tliig 
Life, having quickened us when we were dead, Eph. 2, 1. But 
any Notion of it, as effected any other Way, deſtroys, in a great 
Meaſure, the Obligation to Xt. and indulges, in a great Meaſure | 
too, a ſinful Life to our own Righteouſneſs. If you live,'tis by the' - 4 
Grace of God thro' his Spirit alone, who gires a Life, ſeperna-' 
t {| oral, or a ſupernatural] Being. Hence we are fud to be born 
Jef the Spirit, John 3. 6, 8. That he is a Spirit of Life in quick- 
t || cning of us; and that a peculiar Regard may be had to the 
. {| Glory of our dying Lord, as the Fundamental Cauſe of it; we | 
y Fare fail to be quickened together with him, Col. 2. 13. All the } 
2 | Glories and Beauties of our ſpintual Life, rifing out of the | 
Clouds and Shades, of the kind Redeemer's Death. But, as we 
7 
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have a Life, full of the Endcarments of the divine Love in Fact, & '1 
ſo we have-a_Right to the more bright and perte& Conſumma- 


Fon of. it in rn us r to.cone] 
N ger, more parti Y, Nature, Beanty and Perpetuity off. 
i ES len, and alſo, as conſummate. . Su 
. This Life is bright ned with the ſhining Rays of a divine|, © 
Luſtre. There is ſomething very auguſt, fomething that looks. 
more like Heaven than any thing 2. Earth beſides: Hence wel, 
N ſaid, to be made Partakers of the divine Nature, 2 Pet, 1. 4. 1 
W - Not eſſentrally or hypoſtatically, but by the Inhabitation of the I: 
| Spirit of God in us; As we are the Teng of God, and the N 
| . who bars dwelleth in us, 1 Cor. 3. 16. This Life of the new; NN 
Creature in itſelf, has many Rays of Divinity, and Marks of] 
Glory on it, refining and brightning the Soul with a divine l 
Beauty; Chriſt, our Life, ſeems to be charm'd and raviſhed 
with it himſelf; when he ſays ta the Church, Thou art all Fair, I. 
iy. Love, Cant. 4. 7. And thou haſt raviſh d my Heart, Cant. 4. E 
. This Life, ſays one, ſurmounts the natural, rational, and 
moral Life, of the unſanctified, as much as the angelical Life 
erxcells the Life that flies, and Worms of the Earth that do live; 
| Beſides which, it is the ſame Life in Nature, tho not in Degree, 
wath the celeſtial; and in the infuſing of it, God lets down ſome 
Prelibations of our future Glory, which ſhall hereafter be re- 
vealed in us, n ˙ TU 79 0 
2. This Life is repleniſi'd with every ſpiritual Excellence. So 
excellent, that it is a Tranſition of Hints to a Man, and ſeems 
to reſemble the Glory, Honour, and Happineſs of a Tranſlation; 
for ſuch as have this Life, are tranſlated f:om the Power of Dark- 
. neſs, into the Kingdom of the dear, affectionate, and bright 
= of God, Col. 1.13. It is from the Excellence of this Life in 
the Saints, that they have ſo many Char cters of Excellency and 
Glory fix d upon en; from this Life it is, that they are denomi- 
nates the Excellent in the Earth, Pſa. 16. 3. This makes em more 
excellent than their Neighbours, Prov. 12. 16. Being one of the 
Ornaments they ate bleſſed with, Ez. 16. 7. As alſo, an Excel- 
iliency that God takes a peculiar Delight in, Ha. 47. 4. As he 
is the Excellence of Jacob, and takes Delight in it too. nl 
Add to al. this, that by this Lite, God has honoured us be- 
pond the Angels above; made it a peculiar Þriviledge, ſays 
one, as a Mercy helg'd in from the World, That is to periſn: 
And having fo great a Reſemblance of, and being ſo very near 
a- Kin to the heavenly Lile, ir muſt nęcds be excellent. 


5. This 


1 (615) 1 
, 3. This Life is attended with the moſt ſolid and permanend 
Sweets of Time. All the Delights of the ſenſual Life 
e one) all the Pleafures that ever your Luſts can give, are . 
© as the putrid ſtinking Waters of a corrput Pond, where Toz 
lie croaking and ſpawning, to the cryſtial Streams of the moſt 


e 


2 


VE. | . | ER a * 22 r . 
pure and t Fountain, * In Laughter:the Heart is ſors 
” nl ; there is a mixt Allay with every Ceinfott, and ſomes 


times * ow in em too; beſides the vaniſſuing and periſhi 


Nature of every ſublunary Good, as an Evidence bf their fi 


e lin the Uſe and Enjoyment of ein, as tis ſaid of other Things, 
dN 2. 22. But as for this Life, of which Believers have the 
1 N poſſeſſion, and to vhich then have a lafget Right in the Perfet 


Jaion and Enjoyinent of it at laſt, there is no ſuch Things fot 


"Some Meaſure, to the Perfectidons of the Divine Nature, ſo tis 
a Life of ſolid Sweetneſs, Pleaſure and Joy. Our Days and 
Tears would be more full of theſc, if we aded mor? agreeably to 


ſo this State; kor to be ſpiritually minded is Life and 

Nom. 8. 6. From whence one ebſerves, © Tis' a moſt 
placid Life, ſuch a Sou] b 2 
F ſanRify'd by the Spirit, the very Region of Life and Peace. And 
s another learned 


ꝛonnection; Peace is ſo connatural to this Life, that you may 


ſpiritual Life) ſays one) is the Term from which all true Plea- 
"ſure commences ; you never live a meiry Day, till you begin 


F digal Son was return'd to his Father and reconciled, then they 


4. This Life is accompany'd with vigorous Activity for God. 


lame, and the Soul may want the more vigorous Actings ot it, 


becomes ſo far as it is influenc'd and 


leal of Pleaſure and Delight in it too: * Regeneration (of 


8 
1 by i 
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either call it, a Life that hath Peace in it, or a Peace that hath 
| Life in it" * Befides the Compoſite of it, there is a great 


to live to God; ergo, if's ſaid, Luke 15. 24. When the Pro- 
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Es it is « Life of Communion with God, and à Conformity, in 


” this Divine and Heavenly Life, Joh 36. 11. Then we ſhould 
have more of that Peace and ſpiritual Mirth, which is proper _ 
Peacey 


| Man obſerves; © When one Thing is thus 
22 of another, in caſu refo, it ſpeaks their intimate 


began to be merry: O! how we ſhould Love and long for it. 


here may be ſome Suppreflions and Soffocations of this vital 


1 der the Divine Influence, as the Caſe was with David, Hal. 


rg. Jet tis an active Life the Längusze of a Soo] _ 


— © 
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=} 
2 ban Lud what win thaw: Bene s $6: Joc? Mts « | 
Lend and enlarge ey: 41. 119. 8 For as « 
7 the meritorious. of our ſpiritual Like, 
| my Denny Exemplar. of the Aftirgs of it, which we ſheuld. 
Noth bout th imitate' and learn of him, to uſe and ad 
_ this Life as well g we can, an all che Duries of Religion, a 
Al che Works of Piety and Qharity': K might, indeed, un 6 
* the Activity af this Life, in the ſeveral Branches of it, bi 
Province is tos large, and the Time boo om, Ergo, 
. 5. This - Life -is never attended wich mortal 'Decays. - 
Seremeharkave chi Life, are born / of incorruptihle Seed, 11 
W r 1 Hunce it is thi 
ints not totally die, nor din to ————— 
be guilty of the unto Death, becauſe their Seed x 
E-- — or abideth in ay a 3. 9. Every other Life wa 
Rxpite; the Life of the eſpecially muſt end; but thins 
A lie no Danger can make Unotitain, nor yet all - 2 
eta af our Enemies put an End to it, 
rape God; and as this Life is maintain'd, and can 
' In-our being renew d- Day by Day, ſo the Spirituality and 
mo — pans IR oo rn 
. 19 = 

6. This Lb preſerved, and, at laſt} bee 
1 Conſequence of the Gm and, Influence of Chrift our living 
Head. tHe has not left it to our Care ; he has cartidd the mai 
' Stock of it in hiinſelf to Heaven, — it for Believers there 
that tho this Life is often Cabjet to Decays below, yet the I 
terceſſion of Chriſt is employ d to ſecure it from Death. I hav 
pray d for thee (ſays Criſt to Feter) that thy Faith fail not 
Luke 22. 32. As our ſpiritual Life is thus owing to the ex 
alted Redeemer's Prayers, ſo it's Continuance and Pesfectiog 
depends upon the Plenitude of this Life in him, in it's gradua 
Fo eyances to us; for hence it is, Chriſt fays, Botauſe I /ha 
toe, y: [hall A alſo, John 14. 15 So that as we have it i 
PFoſſeſſion, we have a Right to it in Reverſion, where this Lif 
Will be no more weak in any of it's Operations? For in thi 
| Senſe, I conceive, Believers are ſaid to have Everlaſting Li 
_ already, ſpringing up in their Souls, John os; 14. And, 
fore, while we are abſent in the n and Death, w 
nere abſent from the Lord, who has — Lite in bimſelt 
BN S601 Ag 5. 11. ä 
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W | gone third! the Rabe ef the Believer's bad, 
the lories of his Late, I ſhall advance i the next, "-1 5H 1 


n. Te exiquire into the refreſhing Reaſons of it's beieg 4 9 
idden Life; for our Comfort and in the Way to Glorx 
is bid} The Believer's be a hidden Life in general, ſhews 
. a tender Love God in Chriſt Has to em, in the Cares of 
b his Heart, and the Reſolves of his eternal Will to ſecure it to 
em as an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. Ha 755 are the People that are 

Jin ſuch a | Uk pen, happy is that whoſe God is the 
Lord, Pſa. 144. 18. And in the Views of the Loſs of one Life, 
to ſee the ent Security ot another ; and a better we may 1 
May; his Breath goeth forth, he returneth to his Earth, in that 
a very! Day his Thoughts periſh ; but happy is he that hath, the 
God of Jacob for his Help, whoſe Hops is: the Lord his Gd. 
This Life being thus hid and ſecured with Ckriſt in God, is to 
comfort the Saints with the hopeful Aſſurance, that they dont 
inn uncertainly, or fight as thoſe that beat the Air, 1 Cor. 9. 
26, What can encourage us in our Chxiſtian Race more, and e 
r contemn Attack, Difficulty and Danger in „ f 

1 __ to the Perfection of this Life? That tho' we are oft 
afraid of periſhing, our Life is hidden and ſecur'd above, from « . 
every Danger, as neither Death, Sin, Satan, or the World, can Pe : 
rob us of it. . 6 
Let me, therefore, new in what kind and tcfreſhing Reſpeds chis | 
4 Important Life, is an hidden one; as it ſhall not, cannot die + | 
when we do, as it ſhall not fink into the Duft with us, nor be 3 
taken from ns. Y 
The refreſhing Reaſons of it's being a hidden Lite, 1 cot T 
ceive, are theſe ; antongf others: F 
I. Becaufe it was hidden in the eternal Purpoſes of God, be- 1 
fore the Exiſtence of Creatures, and hidden from em at firſ 
when 1 an to be, for very kind Ends. Thus, 1 ſuppoſe, 
it is call d an hidden Life ; this 1 the hidden Treaſure, Matt; 13. 
14. Which, from the Beginning of the World, hath been hic 
in God, E, . 3. 9. This is the hidden Wiſdom which God 
> ordain d, fore the World, to our Glory, 1 Cor. 2. 7. He 
1 fixed his Thoughts very early upon a People for his Praiſe, nau 
micht have a Life out of the Ruins of the Fall, 1 againſt alt 7 a 
6 of Hell ; 

1 E 5 wee, 
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Whether this ſupernatural Life was hidden from Angels afte 
F their Exiſtance (as they cpuld not know any Thing of it befoif 
18 they were) is very difficult to determine; but it ſeems reaſon 
able, becauſe ſupernatura}, as I think, Dr. Goodwin ates it 
or whether theſe Spirits made an Attempt upon this Life, uefa 
they made War in Heaven, and rebelbd againſt God, being fill 4h 
with Pride againſt the Perſon in whom it was lodg'd; and Em Nq 
I& againſt our ſecure Happineſs in the Way, is very difficult to def 
termine too; tho' it may be that the falling Spirits Envy migh 
be | nr That tho” probably they might deſtroy that ' oper 
| . Life we all had in Adam, they ſaw no Room to hope for Sue h 
1. ceſs in their Attempts to deſtroy our hidden Life in Chriſt wit by 
+ "God; and, perhaps, this might be an Increaſe of their mali 
cidus Grief, that they could do no more extenfive Miſchief, if. 
eur univerſal Ruin; for, as thro the Devil's malicious, politicl 
no Doubt he would have deſtroyd this Life too, if it had nc 
been hidden in Chriſt and then where had we been? Thu 
I ſuppoſe, alſo, that this Life in Chriſt was hidden from Adam 
both before and after: the Fall. That the Knowledge of it be 
fore, might not give Occaſion thro Satan's Suggeſtions, for Pre 
ſumption in the innocent Creature, ſince Satan was fo ready tof __ 
ſay, Te ſhall be asGods, Gen. 3. 5. Thus for ſome Time, alſo 
it was hidden from him after the Fall, that being racked witli © 
the utmoſt Deſpair, he might not only be more careful of hi 28 
future Conduct, in hateing and fearing din the more; but thai * 
the News of a Life ſecured above, in the deſign'd Seed of they x; 
Woman there, according to the Promiſe we have, Gen. 3. 15 
might affect him the more; and not only ſo, but engage hin 
to admire the Divine Patience and Goodneſs that, Chriſt, ſhould 
be promiſed as his Life, before he was threatned with Labour 
Foil, Sickneſs, Pains, Sorrows or Death, as the Order of the 
Hiſtoty informs you. O! what an aſtoniſhing Mercy, then, is 
it, that this Life was not truſted with Adam, but hidden wi 
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| Chriſt? For if it had been ſo, this had been gone, and our Caſe 
would have been 1emedileſs and hopeleſs as the Devil's is. 
2. Becauſe it was, and is hidden, in the Conſtitution, E 
Jcedion, and Fullneſs of the Mediator's Perſon, that we might f 
very plentifully ſhare in it. O! what an amazing Honour and 
Pueiviledge is it, for us fallen, defiled Rebels and Traytors, to 


have 


I's J 3 
ave our. beſt Stock of Lifechidden in Chriſt? O! that cver 


cy 


re ſhould in Pu 


mould have a Life hid in Chriſt, amongſt the Rich Treaſures 
ö Wiſdom and Knowledge, which are hid in him, Col. 2. 3. 
P ! that ever Chriſt ſhould be ſer up from everlaſting for us, to ſe- 
ure our beſt Stock, and bleſs us with a better Life than ever 
ye loſt in Adam, or that he ſhould: take any Delight in that 

uſt of the beſt Life we can enjoy, or rejoyce in the Thoughts 
of his ſecuring it for us, and conveying it to us, Prev. 8. 23. 
1. O! chat ever we ſhould have a plentiful Diſtribution of 
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I in the Life of Worms, Duſt and Aſhes, and in that Fullneſs 


ne had repoſed in Chriſt, as Mediator for this glorious End. 
| 3. Becauſe this Life was hidden to ſecure the Loſs of it, by 
Iche Fall, with the certain Conveyance and Continuance of it 


tant Life, was ſecured in bleavenly Places; and promis d to us 


terwards, it's ſaid, They ſball never periſh, John 10. 28. But 


kind, which are thoſe who die Impenitent. This Life, and the 
Way of conveying it, is fooliſhneſs to the Wiſe and Selt- 
righteous ; it's a ftumbling» Block] and Fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. 


den from 'em as they know Nothing of the Peace and Joy this 
I Life affords to the pious Mind; Strangers to this Life do not 


_— 3 
5. Becauſe this Life is hidden from the Saints themſelves, 
| when they are in the Dark, and their moſt extended Thoughts 
ire inadequate Ideas of the Perfection of this Life, This 
Life is hidden from the Saints when God hides his Face, and 
| when they can't feel the lively Operations of ic in their own 
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rpoſe-and Fact on this Account, have the Cha- 
"after of God's hidden ones, Pſa. 83. 3. Ol that ever we 1 


* 17 here, receiving Grace for Grace out of his Fullneſs; or that 
this Life ſnould be ſo in God, as for the Father to take Fleaſure 


'F before the World began, Eph. 1. 3. Titus 1. 2. Thus, as 
Ito certain Conveyance, Chriſt's People ſhall be willing to re- 
ceive it, Pſa. 110. 3. And as to it's certain Continuance af- 


4. Becauſe this Life is hidden, from the oreateſt Part of lan. 


1. 23. It is hidden for the Glory of dillinguilhing Grace, 
[thenk thee, O] Father, ſays Chit, Matt, 11. 25, It is hid- 


intermeddle with it's private affecting and tranſporting Joys, 


afterwards, Every Blefling, and amongſt the zeſt, this impor- | 


| 


Souls, carrying em forth vigorouſly to eyery Holy Theooght, aad 1. 
every good Work. The Shades and. Influence of Conwption 2. 
* Hinder our ſeeing the Glory of this Life in vs, or the certainſof i 
Operations of it in our Minds or Lives. How vaſtly ſhort muff] - 3 
ue de in forming any Ideas of it's Perfsction in the World offhow 
| Spirits, fince Eye han't feen ; and conſegtently the brightefſſthe 
| Beauties, and ſweeteſt Joys of it, hidden from us, while we 4 
+ - are where we ſee but in Part, and know but in Part. I ſhall, bert 
ergo, conclude this Head with the Notes of a judicious Divine 5 
upon this Text, wherein you'll ſee the Reaſons of our Life be-{Tin 
ing a hidden one, in a few Words, ſays he, A Godly Man is e 
© much hidden from himſelf; his Life is not only hidden che. 
+ © from the World, but, in a great Meaſure, from himlelf; theſ the 
FE. © Excellency of his ſpiritual State ſurpaſſeth his preſent Sight; 
And as this Life is hidden from the Sight of Worldly Men,, | 
FE © fo from the Malice ot the Prince of the World, he would] lar 
FF © devour our Spiritual Life as he did the Natural Life of Adam, 
* were it not hidden (which his was not) in a Mediator; fo that} 
 F it's being hid, denotes not only the Secrecy of this ſpiritual | f 


— 7 — m o· AA ©: 
Having thus given you the Reaſons why this Life is hid, II m 
procced : „ oe Tint 7 
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IV. To look into the Original Reſidence, and potent Guar- 
dians, and diſpoſers of this Life, , for it's Conveyance, Pleni- 
rude, Security and Perfection. Upon which Head, I have not 
Time tos ſay any more than what is furniſh'd to my Hand by | 
Mr. C. who ſays, Our Life is hid with Chriſt, by Virtne of 2 
© our Union with him, as Chriſt is in God, by Union with F. 
© the Father, Chriſt in God, and our Life in Chriſt ; the Fleſh, 
* then, and the Devils, may as well pull God out of Heaven, 
e and overthrow the Security of Chriſt, pull him from the right 
8 tland of the Father, as rob a true Believer of his ſpiritpal Life, 
b or pull Grace, which is Chriſt, .form'd in the Heart, out of a 
 . © new Creature. En Pl _ 


This brings me to conſider the next Thing propos d? 


we AY A wv TT * 5 3» 


V. To ſhew by what Mediums we may arrive to ſome Satis- 
N Fiction, that we have an Intereſt, in this hidden, the eternal 
eaſere of Lite, 
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1 Such 


6 21 
T 1, Such as have this Like know when * bad it not 

tot i Know when they were —ꝓr about E25 

Dr It. 

3 Such know how plentifully 7. how feelingly, and at lat, 
Dl 358 comfortably this Life was waought or breath d into em, * 
* Spirit of Chriſt, our Life. 
4. Such know the quick'ning Energy of this Life, in the 1. 
' hes, Enlargement, and Vivacity in Holy Duties, 

5. Such mournfully experience the Weakneſs of it, as ſome.” 


* Times ready to die in their Souls. 
is} 6. Such ardently long for the perfection of this Life, when. 


 _ 


ni there will be no 3 to henumb, or Enemies to or 


eq the bright Operations of it any. more, 


3 
| 


if large upon theſe Heads, but make ſome Improvement. 
l I. To the Widow of our deceas 'd Brother. 


Let not the Suddaineſs of this awful Stroke of Providence, ſo 1 l 


much ſurprize as improve the boa ging you to reſolve on a more 
cloſe Attendance u N Goc, in all 

vine and ſpiritual - that as you know not the Day of your | 

Death, any more an you thonght of the ſeddain Exit of your' 

once other-ſelf, but a little before it happen'd, fo be you in this 


| you have other Work beſides Sorrowing, upon your Hands, ſuch 


as the Duties of Submiſſion, Preparation to follow; and as the 


Family is devoly'd in all it's Weights and Cares, ſee that yours 
are brought up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, la- 
bouring to impreſs their Minds as well as your own, with the. 
Awfulneſs of the Stroke, and the ſpeedily good Improvement 

you ought to make of this ſhocking Providence. Remembey 
you have an [Huſband in Heaven, that can never die; the Lord 
of Hoſts is his Name; fo as you had Hopes,-that your Earthly 
one was a good Man, you have no Reaſon to ſorrow as without 

Hope, but be comfarted and compoſed with this Thought, that 


if you perſevere in Faith and Holineſs, you ll find, meet, and 


enjoy him again in the Arms of Chrilt, when 2 little more 75 
Time is ſpent by you here on Earth, 


But as I have detain'd you too long already ; I ſhall not en- 4 


the Duties proper to this di- 4 


. 
A 1 


way, making yourſelf ready as the Lamb's Wite does. Rememben 


22) 
{TN that ho you have loſt the Lives of Children, and | 
Ft Huſband” gone a little before you, that there is a Life in 
| _ Chriſt you can never looſe, 
Remember that you ſubmit with humble Chearfulneſs to the 
* | Wil, beckuſe C God does not only act as a King, but as a 
Father; fo chat when he afflicts his Children, he does not only 
+ doit, becauſe he will, but becauſe it is for your good, Rom. 2. 
22. And thus, as one obſerves, © The Soul grows wit, by ſit- 
ting ſtill and quiet undei the Rod. 
= Remember Chriſt, our exalted Head, knows - your Sorrow, 
bf and in ſ-eing yours over our other own departed Dot, he hath 
b& Compaſſion on you, as this Scene affected him on Earth, Luke 
7. 13. And he's rouch d in Heart with it too. | 


=: 2; To the Children. 


7 My dear young Friends, by the ſuddaineſs of a Father 5 "OY 8 
IF without the Pains ot Sicknels, or gradual Forms of Death, you | u 
+ fee the Brevity'of your Lives, and the Uncertainty of your Con- 

3 pane here, that you are not too young to die, and therefore | V 
I E not to put the Evil Day far from you. Your Creator is | h 

remember ' d, and it cannot be done too early. O ergo, 

e more awful, ſerious, and conſtant in Prayer; for. when you | * 
E- conclude a Duty at Night, begging Grace and ſpiritual Life, | | 
FS Light of as Day may be the Darkneſs if Death, and | a 
5 
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yment of another Duty very uncertain, Tho' you are 
. young 1 ſtrong, you may die as ſoon as your Parent did; and, 
- therefore, how quickly and intenfly ſhould your Thoughts de 
: N about the Affaiis, Works and Enjoyments of a better 
Lite than This is? Why do you think, Children, that this 
Life is an hidden one, ba that you might ſearch for it, as for 
hid Treaſure, and evcry one apart upon your Knees, cry, Lord, 
tbat [ War live in thy Sigbt; I have my Life given me at my 
Petition? Remember your Father's Goodneſs to imitate it: 
| and as for his Intiemitics, let ein be Way Marks for you; erg, 
as the Failings of God's \ cople are recorded for our Warning, | 
E fo they ſhould be ſeen not to follow them, but as much as in 
us hies, we ſhould flee from ein. Do you thus ad? And, O1, 
Friends (as one ſays) How many Graves have you and 1 ſeen |} 
opened for cur dear Relations? How oft has Death come u 
* 46 und cur Windows, aud Fun: ond the Delight of your Eyes? 
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It is but a little While, and we ſhall go to em; we and they 

* are diſtinguiſh'd but by fhort Intervals. O] that by the 
| Things your own Death might be both more eaſy and mos 
familiar to you; the 'oftner it viſits us, the mote we ſhould 2 
© be- acquainted with it, and the more? of belov'd Relations 
it removes before us, the Leſs of either Snare or Entangle- 
: ments remains for us, when our Turn comes. 1 
10 conclude: I would have you all remember what your de- 
ceasd Parent recommended to one of you, a, Day. or two ago, 
That ſhe would mind Regeneration or ſpiritual Life, wich 
ſhe had been reading of; urging it with this Circumſtance 
That he ſhould not be long with her.  _, . -. 


3. To the Church. 3 


Our Lord and King, you ſee, has made another Breach 7 
us, after many great ones before, removing, in a great Meatare 1 
our Truſt in an Arm of Fleſh, Ol that we may be humbled © 
under the mighty Hand of God, and live more abſolutely upon«; 
him, who cares for his Church, '- 
Our deceas'd Brother was a ſincere kind Friend to ſome of: 
us in particular, and a faithful Friend to the Church in 50 | 
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being a willing Partaker of a Part of the Burthen of y 


Tryals and Expences, to ece& an Houſe for God, and defray the 
Charges of the. Publick Worſhip, humbly hoping he id not 
aſſiſt in building the Ark, without an Intereſf in the” God of + 
it, and ſo loſt in a Deluge notwithſtanding. His Memory ought © 
to be regarded by us, and his Death ſhould furniſh Matter for © 
Prayer, Sat God would grant vs, his People, other Supports in 
his Room, that the Cauſe of Chiſt, in our Hands, may be 
comfortably maintain d. Let us examine into the Evidence uwe 
have in this Life, and long for the Perfection of it, when as 
one has it, we ſhall live we know not how, and be we know 

= : 4. To the World. 1 
If this Life is a hidden Life, how importunate ſhould you bes 

of the Revelation of it to your Souls? For elſe all your Com- 
forts will die when you die. ANI 2 3 
Is it a hidden Life ? Then don't be too raſh and cenſorioug 

in judging; the Beauties of this Life may be hidden, and 


oy 
#. 
4 . 
 _ - * 
k 1 


G 4 . 4 a 
a % = > 4 

7 y _ 8 ” KL * 
. * « 9. » 
* 

g hs . 
9 1 

£% 


* 


If it eclipſed bye 
Wer in t 


- is Caſe; 3 t. 
Remember ERar as had 00 ach ot t che Elaent of Fire in 
; Lt Conſtirution being ſudject to ke Paffions with us, tho? hi 
was a great Prop het; and had the Honour of a Trailation. 
Jake feed, ergo, to "the Beam in your own Eyes, and men- 
a this Life is an hidden Life. On this Conſideration a- 
out others, that tho you ſee the Saints open Infirmities, 
1 ef private Groans and Tears, on that Account, are concealed! 
3 you, and therefore ſhould fear, leaſt at bn evan you | 
I condemn one whom the Lord commendeth, =_ 
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